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1 An extended global credit boom

Rising savings and global imbalances…
Over the past year, financial market participants have been
struggling to manage vulnerabilities that are the legacy of a
prolonged spell of balance sheet expansion.  The seeds of this
boom can be traced back to the development of financial and
trade imbalances among the major economies over the past
decade, as discussed in previous Reports.  Increased borrowing
in a number of developed countries was in part financed with
inflows of foreign capital, leading to greater integration in
international capital markets.  The counterpart was growing
current account surpluses in oil-exporting countries and in
some Asian economies, which reached around US$1 trillion in
2007.  The latter developed as national saving increased in the
wake of the 1997–98 currency crises in that region.

…led to low interest rates and a rise in borrowing…
High savings in Asia contributed to low global long-term real
interest rates.  Cheap exports from China and elsewhere in
Asia, along with growth in world trade, contributed to falls in
inflation in a number of developed countries.  Nominal
short-term interest rates were reduced to very low levels.  At
the same time, economic conditions remained stable by
historic standards, a period described by some as the ‘Great
Moderation’ (Chart 1.1).

Benign economic conditions helped anchor expectations of
continued stability.  This, along with rising asset prices and low
global real interest rates, boosted the demand for and supply
of credit in a number of developed economies.  Household and
corporate borrowing rose rapidly, including in the United
Kingdom (Chart 1.2).  Over time, banks took on progressively
more credit risk by lending to, for example, households with
high loan to income (LTI) ratios (Chart 1.3), leveraged buyout
firms (Chart 1.4) and, in the United States, to the sub-prime
sector.

…inducing a ‘search for yield’ in financial markets…
As discussed in previous Reports, apparent reductions in
macroeconomic uncertainty and strong competitive pressures
to maintain returns encouraged investors and financial firms to
take on ever greater risk.  Financial market liquidity rose
steadily (Chart 1.5) and asset prices increased sharply
(Chart 1.6), reflecting a ‘search for yield’.  This was further
evident in lower discrimination between instruments of
differing credit quality and the development of a wave of ever
more complex financial instruments employing leverage to
generate higher returns.  This enabled banks increasingly to
package and distribute assets internationally.

…a greater dependence on wholesale and overseas
funding…
Although falling saving ratios in the United Kingdom and some
other developed economies constrained retail deposit funding,

Chart 1.1 Volatility of real GDP growth(a)
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(a) Five-year rolling average of annualised volatility of quarter-on-quarter growth rate.
2008 data are to Q2.
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(a) Chart shows the proportion of mortgages with loan to income ratios greater than 2.5, 3.5
and 4.5.

(b) FSA data are used from 2005 Q2 onwards.  The back-run has been constructed using the
changes in the series from the Survey of Mortgage Lenders data set.

Chart 1.3  Loan to income ratios for house purchases
in the United Kingdom(a)(b)
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(a) Data include the value of loans that have been securitised.

Chart 1.2 Bank lending to households and non-financial
companies in the United Kingdom(a)
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UK banks were able to expand lending by tapping funds from
international wholesale markets.  In 2001, UK customer
lending was comparable to customer deposits.  But by
2008 H1, the surplus of lending over deposits — the customer
funding gap — was £700 billion (Chart 1.7).  Much of this
funding was ultimately sourced overseas.  In particular, the
United States acted as an intermediary, attracting capital
inflows from the rest of the world and exporting these funds to
other countries.  Chart 1.7 shows that foreign interbank
deposits rose from 2001, supporting a rise in the customer
funding gap.

…and a rapid expansion in banks’ balance sheets.
These developments led to a near tripling in the value of large
complex financial institutions’ (LCFIs’)(1) assets between 2001
and 2007.  In the United Kingdom, the major banks’(2) balance
sheets rose by a similar proportion (Chart 1.8).  This growth
was driven by a rapid rise in trading book activity and lending,
leading to sharp increases in leverage ratios — assets relative
to equity — at some banks (Chart 1.9).  The relatively low risk
weighting of some assets meant, however, that regulatory
capital ratios remained broadly flat over the period.

Moreover, this growth in bank balance sheets understated the
broader expansion in risk-taking.  Many financial institutions
exploited strong demand for yield from elsewhere in the
financial system — including among conduits and structured
investment vehicles — to generate higher profitability.  As
discussed in the April 2007 Report, this led to a decline in the
quality of credit risk assessment in the system and a high
dependence on sustained market liquidity.  A by-product of the
development of this ‘originate and distribute’ business model
was a significant increase in interconnectedness
internationally, both within the banking system and between
banks and other financial institutions.

Rising sub-prime defaults ended this boom…
Previous Reports highlighted a number of these vulnerabilities.
They were triggered ultimately by rising defaults on US
sub-prime mortgages.  Losses spilled over across global
financial markets with unexpected virulence and breadth,
turning the previous cycle of rising asset prices and credit
quality into reverse.  Securitisation markets used to distribute
assets broke down as the extent of the deterioration in credit
standards was revealed.  Valuation uncertainty rose sharply,
particularly for more complex products where informational
problems were most acute, as end-investors lost confidence in

Chart 1.4 Real leveraged buyout loan issuance(a)
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(a) Bi-annual syndicated lending deflated by US GDP deflator.  Data include refinancing of
leveraged buyouts and dividend recapitalisation — a loan taken out to pay dividends.

Chart 1.5 Financial market liquidity(a)
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(a) The liquidity index shows the number of standard deviations from the mean.  It is a simple
unweighted average of nine liquidity measures, normalised on the period 1999–2004.  The
series shown is an exponentially weighted moving average.  The indicator is more reliable
after 1997 as it is based on a greater number of underlying measures.  The recent fall in the
indicator is largely due to a sharp decline in the interbank market liquidity measure.

Chart 1.6 Selected asset prices(a)
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(a) Data to close of business on 20 October 2008.
(b) Sub-prime series is the A-rated 2006, H2 vintage ABX.HE index.
(c) Series inverted.
(d) Average of Halifax and Nationwide house price indices.
(e) Dashed line shows start of July 2007.

(1) LCFIs include the world’s largest banks and other financial intermediaries that carry
out a diverse and complex range of activities in major financial centres.  For this
Report, the group of LCFIs is:  Bank of America, Barclays, BNP Paribas, Citi,
Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, HSBC, JPMorgan Chase & Co.,
Lehman Brothers, Merrill Lynch, Morgan Stanley, RBS, Société Générale and UBS.
Lehman Brothers is included in the peer group to 15 September 2008.

(2) Membership of the major UK banks group is based on the provision of customer
services in the United Kingdom, regardless of the country of ownership.  The following
financial groups, in alphabetical order, are currently members:  Alliance & Leicester,
Banco Santander, Barclays, Bradford & Bingley, HBOS, HSBC, Lloyds TSB, Nationwide,
Northern Rock and RBS.
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credit rating methodologies.  Asset prices fell below levels that
could be explained by credit fundamentals alone, as liquidity
and uncertainty premia increased significantly.  And opacity in
the distribution of exposures across institutions added to
perceptions of heightened counterparty credit risk in interbank
markets.

…exposing vulnerabilities within the financial system.
Some observers expected the resulting market turmoil to be
short-lived.  But over time it became increasingly clear that
problems within the banking system were deep seated, rooted
in structural weaknesses in banks’ balance sheets that had
developed during the boom years.  These weaknesses included:

• Inflated aggregate balance sheets, whose expansion had in
many cases far outpaced growth in the real economy.

• Expansion into certain assets whose underlying value, credit
quality and liquidity were uncertain — whether lending to
higher-risk households and corporates or the holding of
complex securities.

• Liability structures which were overly reliant on the
sustained availability of wholesale funding and whose
maturity was often short.

• Capital levels which, given these asset and liability
structures, became in some cases low relative to underlying
balance sheet risks.

• Underappreciated, but potent, interconnections between
firms in the global financial system.

These structural problems laid the foundations for the sharp
increase in instability in the summer, which culminated in
large-scale government interventions to support financial
stability during October.

Chart 1.9 Major UK banks’ leverage ratio(a)(b)
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(a) Leverage ratio defined as total assets divided by total equity excluding minority interest.
(b) Excludes Nationwide due to lack of interim data.
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(a) Customer funding gap is customer lending less customer funding, where customer refers to
all non-bank borrowers and depositors.

(b) Data exclude Nationwide.
(c) UK household savings as a percentage of post-tax income.

Chart 1.7 Major UK banks’ customer funding gap,(a)

household saving ratio and foreign interbank deposits(b)

Chart 1.8 Major UK banks’ assets(a)
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Bank calculations.

(a) Excludes Nationwide due to lack of interim data.
(b) IFRS break.
(c) 2008 H1.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


